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MEETING OF THE WADDEN SEA BOARD 

TRILATERAL WADDEN SEA COOPERATION 
 

WSB 1 
 

3 - 4 JUNE 2010, LINDET/RIBE  
 
 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
The chairman, Mr Peter Ilsøe, opened the meeting at 13:15 h. A list of participants is in 
Annex 1. 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
Document: WSB 1/2/1 Draft Agenda 
 
The meeting adopted the draft agenda of the meeting. The agenda is in Annex 2. 
 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 3: SUMMARY RECORDS 
Documents: Draft Summary Record WSB Inauguration Meeting; WSB 1/3/2 Summary Record SO 35; 
WSB 1/3/3 Summary Record Council  
 
The meeting approved the draft Summary Record of the inauguration meeting of the WSB, 
18 March 2010.  
 
The meeting took note of the Summary Records of the SO 35 and the Ministerial Council 
meeting. 
 
The meeting noted the information by the secretary that the documents from the Conference 
will be published as soon as the translations are available. 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4: ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Ms Nickel informed that Ms Gertrud Sahler is the new nature director in BMU. She is former 
head of the MAB Committee and is currently also head of the minister's office of minister 
Röttgen. 
 
Ms Schokker-Strampel informed that Mr. Oosterveld has retired as director of LNV-Noord. Mr 
Oolthuis will replace him until a new director has been appointed, which is expected to be 
soon. 
 
Mr Frederiksen informed that the draft Statutory Order on the Danish Wadden Sea National 
Park is subject to a hearing procedure until 9 September 2010. It is expected that the National 
Park will formally start in October. The Danish Minister will invite her Dutch and German 
colleagues to be present. He furthermore informed that the Forest and Nature Agency, 
Regional Office, is named "Wadden Sea". 
 
Ms Holm-Nielsen announced that Denmark has started the implementation of the Ballast 
Water Convention. Implementation is expected in October. 
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Mr Klimant informed about the WSF-16 meeting, in particular the Marine Spatial Planning 
Information Tool, which is also interesting for TWSC. 
 
The meeting took note of the information. 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: PROGRAMME PRESIDENCY 2010 - 13 
 
Mr Frederiksen informed the meeting that the Danish presidency anticipated the next 
conference to be held in autumn 2013. There was not yet a draft programme of the Danish 
presidency but this would be submitted for discussion at the next WSB meeting.  
 
The draft programme would contain the following political aims: 
 
1. World Heritage. There will be clarity about the Danish position as soon as possible, aiming 
at living up to the deadline of February 2012, as set by Hamburg. The tourism development 
strategy, as set out in §5 of the Sylt Declaration, should be seen in the light of the 
communication strategy (MCD §39) and the status of IWSS should be made clear. 
 
2. Wadden Sea Plan. The main question is how to continue the WSP process, taking account 
of the outcome of the High Level Review, including the delimitation question, as well as the 
issues goose management, assessment and monitoring. A close cooperation with the WSF is 
envisaged. 
 
3. Landscape and culture. How to continue activities in the field of landscape and culture? 
 
4. Climate change. This is considered a very important topic with sedimentation and spatial 
planning as vital elements. It was, however uncertain how to proceed with these topics and 
first relevant ministries had to be consulted. 
 
5. Shipping safety. Also this issue is of vital importance. Internal discussions how to balance 
resources and focal points are currently taking place in Denmark. An important question is 
what can be done by the TWSC and what by directly responsible ministries, for example 
regarding IMO activities. 
 
The meeting took note of the information. 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6: STRATEGY 2010 - 15 
Document: WSB 1/6/1 Strategy 2010 - 2015 
 
The meeting discussed the latest version of Strategy 2010 – 15. 
 
There was common understanding that in §1.3 the phrasing "Maintain and further develop" 
also included adjusting the TMAP. The meeting agreed on the following amendments: 

• To replace "resilience" by "adaptability" 
• To add the following text on sustainable tourism development in Objective 4 (p.13-

14): 
Sustainable Use [....] 
At its decision to inscribe the Dutch-German Wadden Sea on the World Heritage List, the 
World Heritage Committee requested [.……] Also in the context of the establishment and 
further development of the Danish Wadden Sea National Park, sustainable tourism 
development is a central objective. 

[…..] 
4.5 Develop and promote sustainable tourism in the Wadden Sea Region. 
• To add the following text on the Scientific Wadden Sea Symposium in Chapter 4 

"Operational Structures and Mechanisms" (p. 18): 
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The International Wadden Sea Scientific Symposia are essential fora for presentation of 
the latest scientific research and discussion of implications for trilateral policy and 
management. The symposia will normally be held a year before the Wadden Sea 
Conferences to inform these conferences and delivering recommendations for trilateral 
policy and management. 

 
There was still a German study reservation on the Financial Arrangements.  
 
It was agreed that, after the lifting of this reservation, the final Strategy, including the above 
amendments, would be placed on the website of the TWSC. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7: BUSINESS PLAN 2010 – 13 
Document: WSB 1/7/1 Business Plan 2010 - 2013 
 
The secretary introduced the triennial Business Plan for the implementation of the Strategy 
and stated that this plan was a roadmap for the planning of trilateral activities. 
 
The meeting generally supported the Business Plan and agreed to adopt a consolidated and 
further specified version at the next meeting of the WSB.  In order not to loose time the 
meeting agreed on the following priority activities that could be started up immediately: 
 
1. Trilateral Research Platform/Research Agenda. A consolidated proposal by the secretariat 
to be submitted to WSB-2. 
2. Update Seal Management Plan. The meeting agreed first to organise a meeting on the 
taking of seals. The current SMP will be prolonged by one year. 
3. Goose management. Draft Terms of Reference, to be developed by CWSS and WSF 
secretariat, will be submitted to WSB-2. 
4. Flyway. A proposal for trilateral activities will be submitted by the secretariat to WSB-2. 
5. Workshop landscape and culture will be organized by the secretariat in autumn. 
6. Trilateral communication strategy.  
7. Sustainable tourism development strategy. 
8. Evaluation MoU TWSC-WSF. Germany will take the lead in preparing a first draft 
evaluation paper. This paper will be circulated to the other two parties as soon as possible. 
The draft will contain the parties' assessment of what went good, what not, the expectations, 
positions regarding the administration of funding, personnel and overhead, the legal status, 
financing, as well as suggestions for a new MoU. The Danish Ministry will circulate a 
consolidated evaluation through the secretariat to the Wadden Sea Board in due course. 
9. Shipping safety. It is intended to organise a workshop of authorities in which amongst 
others the PSSA study, the Baltic Sea BRISK programme and the DenGerNeth will be 
presented. It was agreed that the secretariat would circulate an outline for the workshop, and 
start with the preparation as soon as there is green light from all involved national authorities. 
10. Climate. It was agreed that the secretariat, in consultation with the Dutch delegation, 
would prepare draft Terms of Reference for a project for discussion at the WSB-2 meeting. 
Furthermore, preparatory work would start on establishing a Climate TG, amongst which 
investigating potential membership of such a group. 
 
The meeting then discussed the structure of Task Groups (TGs) and expert groups.  
An overview of anticipated TGs, working at a strategic level directly under the WSB, and a 
proposed expert network, delivering specific technical information through the CWSS, was 
presented by the secretary. The meeting requested more clarification as to the number of 
TGs and expert groups, their specific tasks and the efforts needed for their implementation.  
 
It was agreed that an overall architecture of the trilateral working group structure would be 
elaborated in the coming months, including terms of reference. This work would be done by a 
group of contact points (Paulus, Oolthuis, Frederiksen) via e-mail or, if possible, at a meeting 
on short notice. The result will be discussed at WSB-2. 
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AGENDA ITEM 8: RULES OF PROCEDURE AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
Document: WSB 1/8/1 Rules of Procedure 
 
The Wadden Sea Board adopted the draft Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations 
pending a reservation by the German delegation supported by the Danish delegation on XVII, 
7 “20%” and 8 in combination with XVIII, 7 with the following amendments: 
 

• Re. I, 3rd para.: Deletion of “Under exceptional circumstances”. 
• Re. V, 1st para.: replace “an informal “Agenda Group”” with “the secretariat in 

consultation with designated focal points”. 
• Re. V, 1st para in conjunction with last para: “4 weeks” shall be “five weeks” and 

“three weeks” “four weeks”. 
 
With regard to re. I, 3rd para., the German and the Dutch delegations were of the opinion that 
the delegations should ensure a high standing and consistency of the Board members, 
respectively advocated that alternate participation should be at the same level. 
 
The German and the Danish delegations will inform the secretariat within 4 weeks whether 
they can lift the reservations referred to above. 
 
The Wadden Sea Board furthermore 
 

1. Instructed the secretary to edit the Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations 
and publish these on the CWSS website together with the Joint Declaration, the 
Governance Arrangements, the Administrative Agreement and the Strategy. 

2. Instructed the secretary to report to the Wadden Sea Board within one year on how 
the Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations have worked in practice and 
suggest any amendments for consideration by the Wadden Sea Board. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9: BUDGET PLANNING 
Documents: WSB 1/9/1 Budget CWSS; WSB 1/9/2 Communication Strategy; WSB 1/9/3 CWSS 
Financial Statement 2008 
 
The Wadden Sea Board decided to postpone the approval of the draft indicative triennial 
core budget and the CWSS annual budget 2011 until its autumn meeting in conjunction with 
the final approval of the Business Plan 2010 -13. 
 
The Wadden Sea Board approved of the Financial Statement 2008 for the secretariat as 
proposed by the auditor. 
 
As regards the employment of the communication officer, Mr Frederiksen informed the 
meeting of behalf of the Danish Ministry that Denmark would work purposefully to find a 
constructive financial solution until the end of June. Moreover, Denmark proposed that the 
Communication Strategy would be developed in consultation with the designated focal points. 
 
The meeting noted the information. The meeting agreed to the suggested procedure as 
regards the elaboration of the draft Communication Strategy.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10: WADDEN SEA WORLD HERITAGE 
Document: WSB 1/10 Wadden Sea World Heritage 
 
The Wadden Sea Board noted the progress report as presented by the secretary. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 11: REPORT CWSS 
Document: WSB 1/11/ Report CWSS 
 
The meeting noted the report of the overview of the activities of the secretariat since the Sylt 
Conference.  
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The meeting acknowledged that the German ministry will seek registration of the 
Administrative Agreement 2010 as an international agreement in the framework of the UN. 
The meeting noted that Germany intends to introduce a draft law to the Federal Parliament 
as soon as possible to provide the secretariat with a legal status according to German law. 
 
On the proposal of the chairman, the responsible ministries will confirm by letter the 
prolongation of the contract of the secretary until he will reach the legal pension time. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 12: NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held at the secretariat on 7 October 2010 and commence at 09.30h. 
It is intended to close the meeting at lunch time. 
 
The secretariat will arrange for a dinner for those members of the Board who will arrive the 
evening before. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 13: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no any other business. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 14: CLOSING 
 
Ms Nickel thanked the chairman for an excellent chairing of the meeting and for hosting the 
first meeting of the Board. 
 
The chairman thanked the participants for a very pleasant meeting and constructive 
discussions, and closed the meeting at app. 12:00 on 4 June 2010. 
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ANNEX 1 
 
Participants 
 
Mr Peter Ilsøe 
Chairman 
Head of Regional Office Wadden Sea Region 
Forest and Nature Agency 
Ministry of the Environment 
Skovridervej 3,  
DK - 6510 Gram 
Phone: +45 73 51 44 66 
Mobile: +45 23 20 72 42 
E-mail: pil@sns.dk 

 

Denmark  
Mr John Frederiksen  
Head of Delegation 
Chief Advisor 
Environmental Centre Ribe 
Ministry of the Environment  
Sorsigvej 35  
DK - 6760 Ribe  
Phone:  +45 72 54 85 12 
Mobile: +45 22 83 05 02 
E-mail: jobfr@rib.mim.dk 

Ms Pia Holm Nielsen 
Head of Division 
Agency for Spatial and Environmental Planning 
Haraldsgade 53,  
DK - 2100 København Ø 
Phone: +45 72 54 48 23 
Mobile: +45 22 89 40 70 
E-mail: pihni@blst.dk 

Mr Thomas Holst Christensen  
Head of Secretariat  
Municipal Wadden Sea Secretariat 
Torvegade 74  
DK - 6700 Esbjerg  
Phone:  +45 76 16 13 25  
Mobile: +45 21 77 77 22 
E-mail: thc@esbjergkommune.dk 

 

Netherlands  
Mr Gabor Oolthuis 
Department North 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality  
Regional Policy Department North   
PO Box 30032  
NL - 9700 RM Groningen  
Phone: +31 65 582 4471 
Mobile: +31 6 55 82 4471  
e-mail:  

Ms Tineke Schokker-Strampel 
Head of Delegation 
Deputy Province of Fryslân 
Dutch Wadden Sea Provinces 
PO Box 20120 
NL - 8900 HM Leeuwarden 
Phone : +31 58 292 5850 
Mobile : +31 6 50 65 0733 
E-mail: secr.gs.schokker@fryslan.nl 
 

Germany  
Ms Elsa Nickel  
Head of Delegation 
Director Nature Conservation 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Protection and Nuclear Safety 
Postfach12 06 29  
D - 53048 Bonn  
Phone: +49 22899 305 2605  
Mobile : +49 162 139 5425 
E-mail:  elsa.nickel@bmu.bund.de 

Mr Bernd Scherer 
Deputy Director General 
Department for Water Management, Marine and 
Coastal Protection 
Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas 
of the State of Schleswig-Holstein 
Mercatorstrasse 3  
D - 24106 Kiel  
Phone: +49 431 988 7288   
Mobile: +49 175 585 7418 
E-mail: bernd.scherer@mlur.landsh.de 

Mr Hubertus Hebbelmann   
Ministry for Environment and Climate Protection 
Niedersachsen  
PO Box 4107   
D - 30041 Hannover  
Phone: +49 511 120 3382 
Mobile: +49 177 899 5055  
E-mail: 
hubertus.hebbelmann@mu.niedersachsen.de 

Mr Holger Lange  
Director General for Nature Resources and 
Conservancy 
Ministry of Urban Development and Environment 
Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
Stadthausbrücke 8  
D - 20355 Hamburg  
Phone: + 49 40 42840 2420 
Mobile: +49 177 676 9735 
E-mail: holger.lange@bsu.hamburg.de 
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Advisors  
Mr. Jörn Klimant  
Head of District 
County of Dithmarschen  
Stettiner Strasse 30  
D - 25746 Heide  
Phone: +49 481 97 1200  
Email: joern.klimant@dithmarschen.de 
(only 3 June 2010) 

Mr Herman Verheij  
Wadden Sea Team  
Wadden Society 
PO Box  90  
NL - 8860 AB Harlingen  
Phone: +31 51 749 3640 
Mobile: +31 6 13 54 9964 
E-mail: verheij@waddenvereniging.nl 
 

Mr Hans-Ulrich Rösner  
Wadden Sea Team 
WWF – Wadden Sea Office 
Hafenstraße 3 
D - 25813 Husum  
Phone:  +49 4841 66 85 51 
Mobile:  +49 151 122 90 848 
E-mail: wwf.husumr@mac.com 

Mr Preben Friis-Hauge 
Soendergade 18 
DK - 6862 Tistrup 
Mobile: +45 60 21 45 44 
E-mail:         prfh@varde.dk 

Secretary  
Jens Enemark 
Common Wadden Sea Secretariat 
 

Folkert de Jong 
Common Wadden Sea Secretariat 
 

 
 
Supporting Staff 
 
Ms Cornelia Neukirchen 
Bundesministerium für Umwelt,  
Naturschutz und Reaktorsicherheit   
Arbeitsgruppe  N I 4   
Robert-Schuman-Platz 3   
D - 53175 Bonn  
Phone: +49 (0) 1888 305 4463  
E-mail: cornelia.neukirchen@bmu.bund.de 

Ms Vera Knoke 
Ministerium für Landwirtschaft, Umwelt und ländliche 
Räume des Landes Schleswig-Holstein 
Abt. 4 Wasserwirtschaft, mariner Naturschutz 
Referat 43  Meeresschutz und Nationalpark   
Postfach 5009   
D  24105  Kiel  
Phone:  +49(0)431 988 7196 
E-mail: vera.knoke@mlur.landsh.de 

Mr Bernard Baerends  
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality  
Regional Policy Department North 
Postbus  30032  
NL - 9700 RM Groningen  
Phone : +31 (0)64 85860 58    
E-mail: b.baerends@minlnv.nl 

Mr Jan Theo IJnsen  
Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water 
Management, Directorate- General for Public Works 
and Water Management  
Office  Noord- Nederland  
Postbus 2301  
NL - 8911 JH Leeuwarden  
Phone:   +31 (0) 58 2344 134 
Mobile: +31(0)61 5005 632 
E-mail: jan-theo.ijnsen@rws.nl 

Ms Liesbeth Meijer, 
RCW 
Ruiterskwartier 121a 
NL - 8911 BS Leeuwarden 
Phone: +31 (0)58 2339014 
Email: meijer@rcw.waddenzee.nl 
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ANNEX 2.  

 
 
Agenda 
 
 
1. Opening of the Meeting 
 
 
2.  Adoption of the Agenda 
 
  
3.  Summary Records 
 
 
4.  Announcements 
 
 
5.  Programme Presidency 2010 - 13 
 
 
6.  Strategy 2010 - 15 
 
 
7.  Business Plan 2010 – 13 
 
 
8.  Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations 
 
 
9.  Budget Planning 
 
 
10.  Wadden Sea World Heritage 
 
 
11.  Report CWSS 
 
 
12.  Next Meeting 
 
 
13.  Any Other Business 
 
 
14.  Closing 
 


